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Strengthening WWAMI: Montana’s Medical School

Montana WWAMI proposes to add 10 students to current annual enrollment. Half
of these additional students will participate in the Montana TRUST (Targeted Rural
Underserved Track) program. Initiated in 2008 by Montana, TRUST is a unique
rural medical education effort aimed at inspiring students to return to the rural and
underserved areas of Montana and currently enrolls 5 students out of each class of 20.

Montana needs physicians, especially in rural areas:

e At least 53 of the 56 counties in Montana are federally designated in part or total
as primary-care physician shortage areas.

* Nine counties in Montana are without any physicians, and 12 counties are without
primary-care doctors, which include family medicine, pediatric and internal medicine.

* At least 24.5 percent of active Montana physicians are age 60 or older (higher than the national average) and
are likely to retire within five years.

* The Montana Department of Labor and Industry reports that there are 19 openings annually for primary-
care physicians.

e Currently, 14 percent of Montana’s population is 65 or older, a group that is expected to increase to 25
percent by the year 2025 and be disproportionally located in rural areas.

WWAMI inspires students to practice primary care in rural areas:

Each year, Montana selects 20 of its residents to participate in the WWAMI program, a 40-year-old
cooperative medical education program involving Washington, Wyoming, Alaska, Montana and Idaho.
Montana students spend their first year at Montana State University-Bozeman and then go to the University
of Washington School of Medicine, one of the best schools in the world for training primary-care physicians.
The WWAMI cooperative educates physicians at significantly lower costs than traditional medical school
models and inspires students to practice primary care in rural areas—one of the greatest areas of need in
Montana, the West and the nation.

WWAMI graduates practice medicine in Montana:

The third and fourth year clinical training opportunities in Montana attract WWAMI students originating
elsewhere in the region, as well as Montana students, resulting in a 55 percent overall return rate, or
approximately 11 WWAMI trained physicians per year returning to Montana to practice medicine. This is far
better than the national average return rate of 39 percent for publically funded medical schools.

WWAMI helps Montana recruit and retain its current physicians:

The opportunity to teach in the Montana WWAMI program aids in physician recruitment and retention.
Many Montana physicians value the opportunity to participate in the education of medical students and
continue the tradition in which they were trained as physicians. There are 309 Montana physicians who are
curently WWAMI faculty and another 47 in the process of becoming faculty. This accounts for one-cighth of
the practicing physician population in Montana.



WWAMI is Montana’s best bet for attracting physicians in rural areas:

Every year, Montana has about 50 students who attend medical school nationally, with 20 of those students
enrolled in the Montana WWAMI program. Without WWAMI, Montana would be at a severe disadvantage
in educating its residents and inspiring them to return to comparatively lower paying primary-care positions
in the face of their large student debt, which averages more than $120,000. Not only is WWAMI one of the
most cost-cffective ways to train physicians, but WWAMI emphasizes the types of medicine needed by the
state of Montana.

WWAMI delivers a strong return to the state of Montana:

For every dollar allocated to the program by the state of Montana, $5.14 dollars are generated in the statewide
economy. Unlike the support given by the state to students who study at other medical schools, more than half
the WWAMI funds are spent in Montana.

WWAMI is strengthening its ties to Montana:

* Expansion of required third and fourth year training sites in Montana from 7 to 33 since 2005 involving 11
Montana communities.

* During this academic year, 131 WWAMI students will do 225 required and elective clerkships in Montana.

* The Montana Track program initiated in 2008 will train 5 students in Missoula and 5 students in Billings
for the entirety of their third year in 2012-2013.

e The WRITE (WWAMI Rural Integrated Training Experience) program, which places students in rural/

underserved clinics for five months of education, was recently expanded to seven sites in Montana.

¢ The RUOP program — Rural/Underserved Opportunities Program — which places first-year students in
rural and underserved practices for a month, placed 31 students in Montana this past summer.

The TRUST program uniquely trains students for rural practice in Montana:

¢ The summer before their first year, TRUST students spend two weeks with a physician in a rural
community that they will return to over the next four years.

e Students visit the rural community and work with the physician twice during their first year.

* During the summer between their first and second year, students spend four weeks in the community for

their RUOP, Rural/Underserved Opportunities Program.

* During their third year, students return for a 20-week WRITE rotation (WWAMI Rural Integrated
Teaching Experience), which includes clinical experiences in most elements of primary care from family
medicine, to psychiatry, to pediatrics, to internal medicine.

* After graduation, WWAMI offers students opportunities to do their residency in rural areas.

What would adding 10 Montana students to WWAMI cost?

To add 10 seats to the current program would cost $907,000 for the coming biennium and $1.5 million per
year at full enrollment. Each student will pay $103,000 total for their education in the program.

For more information:

Martin Teintze, Ph.D. | Director, WWAM

Jay S. Erickson M.D. | #

Medicine - Jericke




uenisAyd buiyoeld




0 eI L
3O Y U VI -
BN st Comey PRSI Y VYA 1
30 s voupy e eory
wouray xapriay e 408 @
e/ onery bspess Bl @
a5 dswap) vy [l @
AN WO AN PP fe (T
% s od vy 2L
SUDIPSIN M1

-l
-
e o
—_o o
PO L INIDIAIW 40 St Mo
2540 sHjey [euoiBay INYMM A% 100HDS MN -n
(3L1M) @>uanadx3 Bujurel) pajebaiul jeiny INVMM A -
(D3HY) 121ua) uonesNp3 LijeaH eaty @Cmomnwz % %Hc 2
uopejoy A>uapisay pue Jond @ Dumwn mwmpyy 0¥
»peiy 7 uoneloy Kuspisay [l @ .
aus diyspap paunbay [l @
(don/y) wieiboid saniunuoddo paasssiepun/ieny & e
a6 1eak-1s1)d u«‘v e
FINEEY) e
oilg .=
; <m; =
abpo7 pay siuugz ©
O
spa, uepLal
fouaby mo1d @ i e pusys © BUBJUON
snquinjod el V(@ uoyweH ©
e L © uewsazog
sbuljiig UL uI Edumo.ﬂm
S10
Oevea  fosomn @ M @ Wy ana® M
eusjoH © (o) A 5
uowopeH @ v M E epuodeuy Vi@ ﬁ—.ﬂﬁuH
e|nossiA
©
AIPUD o
® wpsi s .,>0> ujooury L ‘euejUON
O sueld
ueuoy @ ¢
s|ied jeas uosiod @ ® siey Nvﬁwdz
mobse|o i © neejoys % uosdwoy |
uiod yom © O E peiuod @ I1edsiey © ] wSEO NA
enen® aineH Aaleus © M m&‘czem. cm%\s Q) 992.,’. . M
Jueg InD
f e ‘uoyuryse )
- dey 9)1s weiboid INVMM INVAMN




sabexul] Aouspisay
BA1323]3 |eD1Ul]D jeiny
Kemyied paaiasispun

sabexyul
Ajunwiwo) AINuURUoY) aNURUOD)

Ino4 1eap

(SA11D32 SHIM {7 + MM 91)
JLIYM - 22uauadx3
bujuiel) pajeibaiuy [Ny INYMM

Aemyied paalasiapun

sabejul
Aunwwio) Ay uo) aNURUO)

d2.y] 13,

Z 951N0D) Y1|eaH |einy
Aemuyied paaIssiapun

sabeyur]
Ajunwiwo) ANuURUoD) SNURUO)D

OM] Jeap

ANIOIAIN MmN

LSAYL

= J% INVMM
[

sabeyul] AJunwwod) AJINURUoY) snUiuo)

swelboid Aouapisal
U163 YHM SUOIIIBUU0D 350]0 dO[SA3P 01 SHIOM |SNYL

‘sbumas
paAlasiapun 10 jeini ul anoeid jey) sanjernads pa1da)as 1o
6oid Aduapisas a1eD) Aiewlid asooyd salenpeld |SNY L

(s)peap bururesy jeany buipnpuy)
Kouapisay

wnnNUijuod

13044 Aj1ejoyds

| 954N07) Y3|eaH |einy
Aemyied paaissiapun

dONY - weiboiy Anunwwo) Anunuo)

niioddQ paalasiapu auQ Jea

auQ Jea) 19}y JIPWWINg

92130e1d J0j ¥yoeq uepisAyd

saIUNWWo)
AInupuo) paaiasiapun/jeiny

ssa20.d suoissiwpe aeiedas
e BIA SJB[OYDS |SNYL Se paniwpe
ale pue WOSMN 8yYi 01 Aldde syuspnis

SUoISSIWpY

Aemuyied paAsasiapun

(ske@ v1-2)
2ouaadxg Ayunwiwo)
AINunRuo) paAissiapuf)/einy
asuanadxy

Jawwng 3sii4 1SNYL

Jyoel1], PAAISSISpU() [eIny pajasdre],

BUBIUOIN . LSNY.L




“UONRIO| |BNPIAIPUL YoR3 Ul PAoNdeId 3Aey oym suenisAyd didYNl JO JAQINU [R101 Y] 103}J3) dew Ayl UO SIBQUINU YL <

(€) oouo._. pay E.u_s.u (s) uolii
JBAIY i uoqie) () uoysBuiay ~ . ‘uw
sue) J2pM U0 owosbumg @ o ;
@Quprey @ :z&s:a&n P R
® @ o = Joy)epuospuy @'
(Z)whsioy <" (snquiniod "7 o 4 % 5 @) uoiwey
s ® M o T (1) puesumoy o5 =
voie & E: iin E%Estux . @ = 2 Z@(g)smsuanas
RIS pngasoy IRUs|asSO puepEsYMm w .wvmauo.:ooa. g
¢ B i S x nosey  @)\2)10uadns
A E(g) umaisima] arossi @
= (9)ampuslo L 2 & qap .H\ (1) oxe Asjaas %
men i 5 sniiay i “ @ @ (1) snyeuby s
i ujodul 4
.&GV et Mo ey m&! ueuoy % .?.nc_uﬁ
b\t neaioy) uolaj .n@vgn_oa : (1) stre4
@ =8&2m3 (z) mobseio (Hpeiuogg (1) sileseiawniod BB e circds
L4 wopuoy @ (s) Aqary
S Aajiep 2 B (c)193s3ud :*B_esm peayie|s k-]
.:Bo.sb:o&n@t 3 %;onouw z :Ioo:_:w (g) auney .m i P ujodUr]
i e ® 1) uvgins

(s1e34 0Z ¥5ed 13A0)

diddIN >n_ PoAISS Saljiunuwio) eUBjUOA

‘UoI1eI0| |ENPIAIPUI

yoea ui padijoeuad aney
oym suepisAyd didyIA Jo
Jaqwinu |e103 9y} 193943l
dew ayj uo siaqunu
9y yusawdedas 1g9p siya
104 9|q131|2 24e (Suoi1ed0|
PaAJSIDpUN Ul OS|e pue)
seaJe |eanJ ul ad130ead
ojul 03 oym sueisAyd
‘'sieaA G Jano JuawAedal
ueoj Jo 000‘00TS

031 dn 404 9|q131|9

aJe suepisAyd dIdYIN
11oddns 031 euejuop|

}JO 91e1S 9y} 01 984eyauns
uoininy e Aed syuapnis
IWVMM "BUBJUOAl JO
seaJe |eanJ Y3 ul 9d130ead
ojul 03 oym sueisiyd
JO 1qop |euoieanpa

9y1 sAed weadoud
9AIIUdIU| suenisAyd
|eany eueluon 9yl

diddIN

wei80.4d aAIuadu| sueisAyd |einy LA




